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Administrator’s Message    

On behalf of the staff of Bayview Fair-
ways Public School we want to wish every-
one a wonderful holiday. We wish you a 
year of happiness and good health. As we 
begin a new year, we look forward to the 
many exciting adventures ahead.  
 
From November 16th to the 18th, York 
Region District School Board held its an-
nual QUEST conference. This year’s con-
ference title, “Deep Learning in a Digital 
World”, examined how we look at the con-
cept of connecting.  
 
Typically we think about connections as 
the interaction between people. While 
this is true, the concept is also about ex-
amining perspectives and connecting new 
ideas to inspire innovative practices. It is 
through innovation we can develop strate-
gies to support modern learning in the 
school system.  
 
As we look ahead, a key question becomes 
“How do we use these connections to sus-
tain our educational improvements and 
continue to be innovative in practice in an 
ever changing global and digital world?”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education has changed dramatically and 
must continue to change if we are to 
meet the changing and evolving needs of 
our students; one where all students 
have access to a quality education that 
addresses academic success and student 
well-being. This helps to open doors to 
the best possible life choices. Imagine 
our future if all children have the oppor-
tunity to reach their full potential and 
be self-sufficient participants in society.  
 
To achieve this our students need to de-
velop the disposition of global citizens 
and stewards of the earth. By further 
developing our approaches to modern 
learning our students may become more 
innovative and entrepreneurial, while also 
developing a sense of personal and civic 
responsibility. 
 
Sustaining and building a dynamic learn-
ing community for students requires eve-
ryone’s energy and commitment. Excel-
lence takes time and effort. We must 
maintain our vision for excellence, con-
tinue to do the things that are working 
well and build upon our existing connec-
tions, knowledge and practice.   
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Food Drive      Snow Policy 

Through the month of December, the students collect-
ed food for our annual food drive. Students brought in 
cans of food, as well as other non-perishable items to 
donate to families in need in the Thornhill area.  
 
At the end of the food drive, 15 boxes of non-
perishable food items were brought in.  
 
Thank you to the students, parents and members of the 
community, for supporting this wonderful cause.   

Outdoor play during the winter can be lots of fun for 
the students. To help guide the students with the 
types of fun play and to help raise awareness of the 
dangers involved in throwing or kicking snow we work 
with the students to  further their understanding. To 
support this we have a “LEAVE THE SNOW ON 
THE GROUND POLICY”. 
 
Class discussions, newsletter reminders and P.A. an-
nouncements are frequently used to ensure that all 
students know and understand this.  We ask for your 
support in reviewing this with your child(ren), keeping 
in mind that the safety of students on the play-
ground is the reason for this policy. 

School Bus Cancellation 

To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be cancelled due to inclement weather, extreme tempera-
tures and/or poor road conditions. In these cases, parents and students should develop alternate 
care/transportation arrangements.  
 
Please note the following;  
 A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses,  vans and taxis will not 

operate.  
 Student trips involving the use of school buses will also be cancelled.  
 Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport their chil-

dren to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled. If buses are cancelled in the morning, they will 
not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students transported to school by parents will require the same 
transportation home.  

 
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations after 6:00 a.m. to 
receive bus cancellation information:  
 
RADIO  
590 AM  640 AM  680 AM  860 AM  1010 AM  1050 AM  1540 AM  
1580 AM  88.5 FM  89.9 FM  92.5 FM  93.1 FM  94.9 FM  95.9 FM  
97.3 FM  98.1 FM   99.1 FM  99.9 FM  101.1 FM  102.1 FM  104.5FM  
100.7 FM  107.1 FM  
 
TELEVISION  
CITY TV  CTV Barrie  CTV Toronto  CP24 GLOBAL NEWS  
 
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001, or by fol-
lowing the YRDSB and YCDSB on twitter. 

Thank You to the BFPS Community 

We would like to say a very special Thank You to the parents, volunteers and the community of BFPS for com-
ing out and supporting the 2016 Fall Dance. The community raised $355 that was donated to the school li-
brary. The teacher-librarian bought books and materials that are on the shelves for the BFPS students to 
use. These community initiatives would not be a success if we did not have the generous support of all of you 
supporting our students and BFPS.  
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French Immersion Registration   Kindergarten Registration 

Weather Conditions and Dressing for the Colder Weather  

Kindergarten registration will commence on January 20, 
2017 for the 2017-18 school year. Registration forms are 
available on the YRDSB kindergarten page: 
www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Kindergarten/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Children who turn four or five years old during 2017, live 
within the school boundary and whose parents are public 
school tax supporters will be eligible to register for kin-
dergarten.  
 
A kindergarten information session for parents is being 
planned for this spring. For more information please visit 
the YRDSB website or contact the school.  
 
Required Documents to Register:  

 Birth Verification of student, which may include, but 
not limited to, birth certificate; statement of birth; 
birth registration; refugee claimant form; permanent 
resident card; confirmation of permanent residence 
(not application for); baptismal certificate; passport; 
citizenship card; First Nation, Métis, Inuit ancestry; 
record of landing; substitute registration of birth or 
adoption; or other Ontario government-sanctioned 
document approved by the superintendent of schools 

 Custody/Adoption documentation if applicable 

 Proof of Residency of the student - two documents, 
one from each of the categories below showing the 
home address; 

 Category A - notice of tax assessment, current rent-
al/lease agreement, agreement to purchase including 
proof of purchase provided before the pupil attends 
the school, or property tax bill, and 

 Category B - utility bill, bank statement or other of-
ficial document 

Now that the winter months are here we know that all kinds of weather conditions are possible. Even the win-
ter months can be enjoyable when students are dressed accordingly.  Aside from extreme weather conditions 
students will be outside every day. Students should come to school dressed to play outside during recesses. 
Boots (for rain or snow), rain jackets, hats, mitts, scarves and snow pants will help make recess an enjoyable 
time.   
 
It is advisable for children to keep extra pants and socks at school in case they get wet. To avoid adding to 
our clothing collection in the Lost and Found Bin, you may want to consider labelling all articles of clothing. 
 
If the condition of the roads necessitates the cancellation of bus service, local radio stations will be in-
formed as early as possible and will broadcast this information. Please be advised that if buses are cancelled 
in the morning they will not run after school—regardless of the weather. Lunch programs (i.e., pizza lunch, 
sub lunches) will also be cancelled on these days. Please review your plans as to what your children will do in 
the event of late buses or cancellations.  

Information sessions for the French Immersion (FI) pro-
gram will take place at French Immersion schools on Janu-
ary 19, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. FI registration will begin January 
20, 2017.  
 
In order to streamline the registration process, parents or 
guardians of Senior Kindergarten students entering Grade 
1 in 2017, and wishing to enroll in the FI Program, can visit 
or call their home school office (where your child currently 
attends) and request an Office Index Card - short version.  
 
The Office Index Card must be signed by the principal of 
the home school. Parents or guardians then take this form, 
along with one piece of identification showing their address 
to your designated French Immersion school to register 
between January 20 and February 10, 2017. This eliminates 
the need to provide duplicate enrolment information or to 
pre-register.  
 

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/pages/school-locator.aspx
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Curriculum Corner: Modern Learning 

York Region District School Board’s focus on Modern Learning places a great deal of emphasis on Critical 
Thinking.  It is important to really understand what is meant by Critical Thinking and how this fits into the 
world of Modern Learning. 
 
We can support our children by encouraging them to ask questions, lots and lots of them:  asking for more de-
tail about the things we hear, and asking for information that either promotes or supports opinions and ideas. 
  
Consider this example:  Around our school we have heard many little bits and pieces of discussions among stu-
dents about the recent US election and the thinking behind decisions to vote one way or another.  Building 
conversations about the world around us into our daily curriculum is an ongoing way that we can encourage chil-
dren to be aware of the world around them and to prepare them to think about how they fit into that world. 
 
These conversations can lead to explorations in our Media discussions about how news is presented - watch 
reports, read articles, consider where information is coming from.  Whose opinion is being presented and 
whose opinion has been disregarded or overlooked? 
 
When considering an example like an election, we can use Data Management to examine graphs (there are lots 
of very interesting visuals online on resources like The Economist) and ask questions: What does this infor-
mation tell me? What assumptions have I made about this information? Who wasn’t included in this data? 
 
Additionally, consider the recent publicity into “fake news” that is circulating on the internet. Web access is 
the single-most crucial element in sharing information in the age of Modern Learning. The problem of fake 
news truly highlights the importance of critical thinking - fake news can only be circulated and believed if 
people assume it is true without asking questions.  Children are increasingly tech savvy, but they are still de-
veloping their  information analysis skills.  We, as their grownups, are collectively responsible for always moni-
toring their access and use of technology to find and ask questions about their information sources. 
 
The world is becoming an increasingly complex place.  This provides us with an exciting opportunity for teach-
ing and learning. At the same time, it is why being critical in our thinking is so vital to being ready for learning 
in a modern world. 

 

Safe Arrival Program 

A reminder to the community about our safe arrival program. Each York Region school is required to have a Safe 
Arrival Program in place so that we can account for the whereabouts of absent students. The safe arrival program 
at Bayview Fairways Public School depends on parents/guardians to notify the office in the event of their child’s 
late arrival or absence.   
 
All parents/guardians are reminded to call the school at (905) 889-1858 if their child is going to be absent or late, 
by 9:15 a.m. You may leave a message on our answering machine or with one of the secretaries. If leaving a mes-
sage, please leave your child’s name, teacher’s name and the reason for the absence.   
 
If a student is not in school and the school office has not received notification from the parents, the school will 
take the following steps: 
 
1. We will call your home. 
2. If we do not reach you at home, we will call your work and/or cell phone numbers. 
3. If we still cannot reach you, we will call your emergency contact number(s). 
4. If we are unable to obtain information from your emergency contact then the school will notify the York Re-

gional Police that a child is missing.  
 
Please help out by being conscientious about phoning the school when your child is going to be late or absent. We 
appreciate your support in this matter.  
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Our Character trait for January is “Fairness”. By 
being fair “ We are sensitive to the needs of each 
individual. We treat each other as we wish to be 
treated ourselves. We interact with others without 
stereotyping, prejudice or discrimination. We stand 
up for human rights.  
 
Teaching Children to Be Fair 
When children do not get their way, you may hear 
them say, “That’s not fair!” Fairness has different 
meanings for everyone. It can mean listening before 
forming an opinion or jumping to a conclusion. It can 
mean taking turns in a game or not playing favour-
ites. What children need to understand is that fair-
ness has to do with how people treat others.  
 
What can parents/guardians do to help their chil-
dren understand the concept of fairness?  
 Listen when your children say something is not 

fair. Ask them what would make it fair, and have 
a discussion around their suggestions. 

 Teach your children about compromise. Make 
sure they understand that compromising does 
not mean that one person “gives up” and the oth-
er person gets what he or she wants.  

 Share jobs and chores in your home so that chil-
dren perform a variety of tasks. This way they 
learn so that certain tasks are not only complet-
ed by a specific member of the family.  

 

School Contact Information 

Character Corner: Fairness and Initiative 

It is important that we always have up to date, accurate information on file for your child(ren). Please notify the 
school if you have a change in address, new contact information such as phone numbers or e-mail addresses, or new 
medical information pertaining to your child. Thank you for your assistance with this.  

School Bus Transportation 

As a reminder parents/guardians are asked to wait with their child for the bus in the morning as well as 
meet the bus upon their child’s return at the end of the day. Children in Kindergarten will NOT be let off 
the bus in the event a parent/guardian is not there to meet the bus. The child will be returned to the school 
and parents/guardians will be phoned to come and get their child.  
 
As school buses may be at full capacity, students who are bus eligible must ride on the bus to which they are 
assigned. Students are not allowed to ride on a friend’s bus.  Below are the provisions for eligibility identi-
fied in the Board’s Transportation Policy #680: 
 
All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not eligible for transportation 
All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not eligible for transportation 
 
For more information about bus transportation and to determine your son/daughter ’s eligibility please visit 
www.schoolbuscity.com. 

During the month of February, we will be learning 
about and celebrating “Initiative”. 
 
We show initiative when we: 
 act without being prompted by others, 
 are eager to do what needs to be done without 

having to be told to do it, 
 take the first step towards the achievement 

of a goal. 
 
Developing initiative is important as it supports 
students in becoming self-advocates for their 
learning. To help children develop these skills par-
ents/guardians can: 
 support and encourage their children in taking 

academic risks, 
 encourage their children to ask questions and 

seek clarification when required, 
 praise their children when they independently 

make a good decision. 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com


Bayview Fairways Banner Page 6 

Events Dates 

Arts Package January 17 

PA Day: No School January 20 

School Council: 7:00 pm January 31 

PA Day: No School February 3 

Family Day: No School February 20 

Arts Package February 23 

  

  

  

  

  

Important Dates 

Message From Our Trustee 

As we near the end of 2016, I hope everyone has had a great school year so far and found opportunities to 
get involved with the life of the school.   
 
It is wonderful to have opportunities to see not only what our students are learning, but to see how they are 
learning – collaborating and problem solving, using technology in exciting new ways, and engaged in hands-on 
activities.   
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank the dedicated staff members, students, families and community 
members across our Board.  Thanks to all of the great people we have in our system, we continue to advance 
student achievement and well-being.  
 
Our Board continues to have a strong commitment to creating welcoming, inclusive learning environments that 
enable all of our students to thrive. Engaging families in your child’s education and the school community is in 
an important part of creating that environment. 
 
There are resources for families available on our Board website at www.yrdsb.ca/parents, including infor-
mation on Board programs and supports, and tips for parents to support your child ’s learning at home and at 
school.   
 
Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday season and a wonderful start to 2017. I hope you are 
able to enjoy time with family and friends. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/parents

